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Mayor - Making 2012
This year's Annual Meeting of the Town Council, 
featuring the "Mayor-making" ceremony relating 
to the election of the Town's Mayor and Deputy 
Mayor for 2012-13, took place on Monday 14th 
May in the Town Hall.  Councillor Edwina Fogg, 
the outgoing Deputy Mayor, was duly elected 
Mayor for the next municipal year, whilst Councillor 
Guy Loosmore was elected Deputy Mayor.  The 
Town Hall Court Room was packed with members 
of the public, as well as the Mayor's and Deputy 
Mayor's guests, all keen to see this key ceremony 
enacted once again. Councillor Edwina Fogg read 
from her prepared speech, thanking Councillors 
for selecting her as the Town's Mayor for 2012-13.  
Councillor Nick Fogg proposed a vote of thanks 
to the retiring Mayor, Councillor Alex Kirk-Wilson, 
who replied accordingly, thanking everyone who 
had assisted him during his Mayoral Year.

Olympic Torch Relay on 23rd May
The Town's haven of peace, Wye House On 
Wednesday 23rd May, we were honoured 
by the presence of the Olympic Torch Relay.  
Marlborough was chosen as the only town in 
Wiltshire to be visited early that morning and 
"dressed" by LOCOG with all sorts of additional 
Olympic flags and associated bunting - all of 
which added an extra dimension to the day’s 
proceedings.  Pre-planned activities comprised 
performances by Marlborough Community 
Choir at the far (western) end of the High Street, 
adjacent to St Peter's Church, from about 
10.45am onwards, plus the ringing of the bells 
of St Mary's Church  from 11:25am to 11:45am, 
signifying to everyone within earshot that the 
Relay had arrived in Marlborough (on the A4 
Bath Road) even though spectators gathered 
near the Town Hall wouldn't be able to see it 
until the torch-bearer swung into view several 
minutes later.  Finally, adding a great deal to 
the atmosphere of this very special occasion, 
Olympic-themed music was broadcast from the 
balcony of the Town Hall to the assembled crowd 
from about 10:30am onwards.  This included all 
the Olympic Games theme songs from 1968 to 
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2008 inclusive, plus "Barcelona" by Freddie Mercury 
and Montserrat Caballe, "Fanfare for the Common 
Man" by Emerson Lake & Palmer and Vangelis's 
unforgettable "Chariots of Fire".
 
The morning started with a 9:30am briefing at 
Marlborough Leisure Centre, involving the Police 
and various representatives of Wiltshire Council 
departments plus 15 or so stewards, which afforded 
a final opportunity for all involved to brief each other 
with the latest information regarding the progress 
of the Relay and exchange mobile phone numbers 
for emergency use, etc - which proved to be vital 
as the day unfolded.  The Relay was due to pass 
through Marlborough between 11:25 and 11:45am, 
but due to the activation convoy taking a wrong turn 
in Failand shortly after leaving its Bristol base, the 
whole entourage had to play catch-up for the rest 
of the day.  In the end, both the convoys (about 6 or 
7 vehicles in each) reached the western end of the 
High Street at 11:35am, having made up about 15 
minutes.  The (robed) Town Mayor, Deputy Mayor, 
Councillors, officers of dignity and the Town Clerk 
stood at the top of the flight of steps leading down 
from the Town Hall to the High Street, ready to 
"greet" both convoys, all the sponsors vehicles and 
the torch-bearer. Four change-overs took place in 
Marlborough, including one outside the Lloyds TSB 
bank premises on the north side of the High Street.
 
Numbers of spectators were estimated at almost 
8,000 by about 11:15am - basically, equivalent 
to the population of Marlborough itself!  In reality, 
of course, many people visited the Town from 
surrounding villages, with almost 1,000 school 
children being "bussed" in, courtesy of Wiltshire 
Council's school transport services.  Another 1,000 
students flocked to the High Street from St Johns 
Secondary School and everyone behaved very 
well.  Wiltshire Council implemented a rolling road 
closure plus a no-waiting restriction along the north 
side of the High Street, which seemed to work.  
In the event, the pavement on the north side of 
the High Street comprised flag-waving cheering 
spectators ten-deep.  People could be seen leaning 
precariously out of windows, sitting on flat roofs, and 
crouching on make-shift balconies!  Many visitors 
remained in Marlborough for much of the rest of the 
day, filling our pubs, coffee-houses, restaurants and 
fish & chip shops.  The 70 Police and PCSO's and 
stewards coped admirably with the crowds, even 
when, just as the activation convoy was making 
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its way up the High Street and approaching the 
Town Hall, there was a surge of spectators, rushing 
forwards to get a better view.  Police and stewards 
were ready though, allowing people to move 
forward, but restricting their advance sufficiently to 
ensure that the numerous vehicles plus torch-bearer 
had enough room to squeeze through. 

Diamond Jubilee Celebrations
 
Marlborough Town was 'en fete' from the end of 
May to the end of the Jubilee celebrations on 5th 
June.  Mayor Fogg's small committee of dedicated 
helpers from various organisations had sat for 
many months planning events and ceremonies to 
celebrate the Queen's Jubilee and their plans came 
to glorious fruition, bringing enjoyment to a variety 
of people, covering all age groups, and involving 
many organisations in the Town, as the Mayor had 
intended.
 
The Chamber of Commerce hosted a Jubilee 
Ball to launch the programme of events, and a 
lively audience joined in the Marlborough Concert 
Society's 'Last Night of the Proms' concert in the 
Parish Church.  Students from St John's and the 
College gave a spirited production of the Drama 
"Fifteen", ranging over the sixty years of the 
Queen's reign in the Town Hall, giving an interesting 
'youth' perspective to the past.
 
Variety of operations was the intent of the 
committee and a lecture organised by the 
Merchant's House and the Marlborough History 
Society by Sir Roy Strong on '20th Century 
Coronations' was heard by a packed audience in 
the Memorial Theatre, whilst at the other end of the 
age scale the Skate-n-Scoot competition on the 
Recreation Ground was so well supported that it 
may well become an annual event.
 
The schools occupied the Town Hall for three days 
with their Exhibition of Self-portraits and children 
from Preshute, St Mary's and St Peter's Schools 
each received a Jubilee mug from the Mayor, a 
present from the Town Council, after a fearsome 
tour of the Victorian cells.  The Exhibition and cells' 
tour proved so popular that many parents were 
dragged along later in the day to visit both.
 
A surprisingly sizeable crowd gathered at the Town 
Hall to hear the 1952 Accession Proclamation 
read, and to see a symbolic apple tree presented 
to the Mayor by the Chairman of the Marlborough 
Community Orchard, which has gifted an orchard 
to the Town on the edge of the Common in 
commemoration of the Diamond Jubilee.  A 
large congregation attended the Civic Service 
of Thanksgiving organised by the Marlborough 
Churches Together.  Sadly, the Picnic in the Park 
planned for that day was transferred to the Town 
Hall and the Parish Church (surely the first time 
Punch and Judy has played on Holy Ground?) but 
still attracted large support.
 
The Big Screen  in the Town Hall showed the 
1953 Coronation film, a wallow in nostalgia for 
the older generation, not least with the lugubrious 
commentary by Laurence Olivier, and the Jubilee 

Thanksgiving Service transmitted live from St 
Paul's was seen by a smaller audience.  Well 
supported was the River Pageant relay, where 
the BBC provided opportunities for much derisive 
comment (and the occasional cry of 'Get off !') and 
unintentional hilarity at the banality and crassness of 
their production.
 
The Merchant's House put on an exhibition of black 
and white photographs of the 1953 Coronation 
celebrations in Marlborough and found that a good 
number of the older inhabitants were able to name 
many of the participants.  A literal highlight for over 
500 Townspeople was the lighting of the Jubilee 
Beacon so efficiently organised by the Brandt Group 
above Barbury Racecourse The sight of other 
beacons in the darkness gave a wonderful sense of 
this being a national, not a local event.
 
Families came to the ceremony on the final day of 
Jubilee when the Mayor, as representative of the 
Crown, presented Jubilee medals to representatives 
of the Fire Service, Police and Ambulance. 
Afterwards, in response to requests, the Mayor was 
photographed with members of the families.  Sadly, 
the Civic Welcome to the six lads from Marlborough, 
New Zealand who had rowed in the River Pageant 
had to be cancelled at the last moment since they 
were detained in London for presentations and a 
reception at the New Zealand High Commission on 
that day. 

The fourteen events planned by the Committee, 
engaging a variety of local organisations, attracted 
great responses from a wide range of Townspeople, 
and made Marlborough's Jubilee celebrations a 
time to remember.
 
Resignation of Councillor Notton
 
Former Marlborough Mayor, Councillor Robin 
Notton, resigned on Tuesday 22nd May as a 
Marlborough Town Councillor.  Mr Notton, who lives 
in Manton, served on the Town Council from 1982 to 
1998, before returning to the Council in the last full 
elections in 2008. 
 
His departure creates a vacancy in the East Ward, 
and electors have until 19th June to demand a poll 
via Wiltshire Council's Electoral Registration Officer. 
This requires the signature of 10 local electors, 
following which a further formal Notice issued by 
Wiltshire Council will call for the nomination of 
candidates.  Election costs are borne by Wiltshire 
Council.
 
In the event that no poll is demanded, the Town 
Council is permitted at its next meeting on 2nd July 
to make a co-option."


